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1. “Miss Betsey Trotwood visited my mother.  She was my father’s aunt, and my father had been dead fix month.” 
a) How important is the role of the father in the novel?
The father appears to play an important role in the novel, for the two characters, Steerforth and Uriah Heep. They grew up without a father in their lives. Steerforth envies Ham for this reason. 
b) Is David affected by the absence of his father in his life? If so, how? If not, how does he manage to overcome this? 
David was affected by his lack of a father, with the lack of guidance. On the other hand, he was not affected the way Steerforth and Uriah were, for he finally did find this happiness. (This could be because he had Peggotty and Mr. Dick in his life.)
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2. “If a man earns twenty pounds a year and spends nineteen pounds, nineteen shillings and sixpence, he’ll be happy.” 
a) Does Dickens equate high social class with low moral character and vice versa? How?
Dickens does not seem to show a relationship between class and character, for example, Agnes comes from a wealthy family and yet is one of the kindest characters in the novel. Tommy Traddles is the same way: wealthy, yet extremely kind. Uriah Heep, on the other hand is not wealthy but is the novel's villain.
b) Does he equate low social class with unhappiness? Explain with examples from the text.
Dickens does not seem to equate poverty with unhappiness. The Peggottys are a good example, especially Ham: poor yet hardworking and, ultimately, happy. The unhappiness shown by characters such as Steerforth and the Micawbers is the result of their greediness. Dickens reminds us that an individual is responsible for his or own choices, not being a simple product of one’s situation.
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3. Miss Betsey said  “be a good boy  never be mean or cruel and never tell a lie"

a) What did she mean?

She wants him to be a good person so that she can be proud of him someday. 
b) Why do people tell lies?

(Student’s own answer) 
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4. “Oh, [Uriah] pretends to be humble, but he’s half-owner in my father’s business now. My father needed help and somehow Uriah persuaded him to make him half-owner. You must be nice to him, Trotwood, or my father will suffer.”

a) What role does Uriah Heep play in the novel?
Uriah Heep plays the novel's villain and serves as a warning to the readers. He is the quintessential slimy social-climber, who fakes humbleness and humility while going behind people's backs in attempts to boost his own status and demean others.
b) How does Dickens characterize him?
Pphysically, through Uriah's slimy appearance, and through the use of foreshadowing, which Dickens uses to predict Uriah's betrayal. Uriah finally seems to experience some moral correction after society (represented first of all by his victims) stands up for a better morality, sends him to prison, and works to make prison truly correctional for him.
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6. “The sea was rough and the waves were higher than a house, and I had very little sleep that night.”
a)  There are many references to the sea throughout the novel; what significance do these references have?
The sea has an important role from the beginning of the novel. It is vast and unpredictable, both beneficial and deadly, for while people like the Peggottys earn a living from the ocean, it also has the power to take away lives, including the fathers of Ham and Emily. It takes Steerforth's life, and when Ham tries to intervene, it takes Ham's life as well.

